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Chat With the Preacher 

Fifty days to party (and ponder) 
 

Even though Marshmallow Peeps and Cad-

bury Cr¯me Eggs are long gone, itôs still 

Easter.  The church spends forty days (we 

call it Lent) preparing for Easter and when it 

finally arrives, we wear seersucker and hats, 

consume enough sugar to raise Jesus from 

the dead (again), hunt eggs so many times 

that we eventually hide them where they can 

never be found so the game can finally end 

(donôt let my kids in on that secret), all to 

breathe a sigh of relief and say, ñItôs over!ò   
 

Or at least thatôs what we ministers say, 

since Holy Week is our busiest of the year.  

We are never so glad to shake hands after 

worship as we are on Easter Sunday because 

we can finally exhale.  As the preacher Lil-

lian Daniel said, ñChrist is risen!  Iôm going 

to bed!ò  A nap after Easter worship is the 

closest thing to heaven this side of the grave.  
 

But the celebration of the resurrection 

doesnôt end with a nap on Easter Sunday.  

The church sets aside fifty days to celebrate 

the resurrection.  After the forty somber days 

of Lent, we get fifty days in which to party.  
 

As a lifelong Baptist I was taught that par-

ties were bad, and that if you went to one 

you might get into trouble.  The logic was: 

avoid parties, follow Jesus, and all will be 

well. What they forgot to tell me is that fol-

lowing Jesus is more dangerous than going 

to parties.   
 

If you take the life and teachings of Jesus 

seriously, he will get you into trouble be-

cause the God we find in Jesus is so unlike 

the other gods we create in our own image.  

After all these years, this Jesus still afflicts 

we comfortable religious folks enough for us 

to kill him all over again.   
 

That God raised Jesus from the dead is the 

climax to the strange story of Easter, re-

minding us that while the ways of Jesus may 

get you into trouble, they ultimately lead to 

life.  I understand that the good news of 

Easter is difficult to believe, but I donôt 

know anyone other than God who could 

have imagined such a wondrously wild re-

demption.  So if it takes you fifty days to 

ponder such news, then ponder.   
 

But amid your pondering donôt forget to 

throw a party or three, because Easter is a 

time to celebrate the God whose love is 

greater than our hate, whose life is greater 

than our death.  And in case your party goes 

on for so long that you run out of wine, give 

Jesus a call, I hear he has a knack of show-

ing up for just such an occasion.   
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WNCBF Spring GatheringðSunday, May 4, 2014 

 

 

 

 

ñFrom the beginning to the end of Jesus Christôs ministry on earth, he taught that prison attention and prison 
policy is a measurement of the essence of Christianity. I think that is the most serious departure that modern -
day Christians have made from the teachings of Christ than any other thing that I can think of.ò 

       -Jimmy Carter, former President of the United States  
          and long-time Baptist Sunday School Teacher 

Join us as we seek to shed a light on the ways God is opening doors for the church to live 
out the gospel message through prison ministry. We will look at ways individuals and 
churches can support prison chaplains, be hands-on in prison outreach, assist in wel-
coming men and women back into society, and be advocates for those who were at the 
heart of Jesusô earthly ministry. 

Featuring:  Nancy Sehested (pastor and retired prison chaplain), Carol Dalton (CBF-
endorsed prison chaplain), Mark Siler (Re-entry Coordinator for Buncombe County and 
former prison chaplain).   Members of the Carolina Community Chorus  (under the di-
rection of Rev. Candace Wilson) will provide music during worship that evening.  Dinner 
cost is $7 per person, and children under 12 are free.  A nursery will be provided.  Please 
register by calling the church office at (828) 859 -5375. 

 

Schedule: 4:00 pm Screening of ñThrough the Doorò 

  4:30 pm Breakout Sessions 

  5:15 pm Dinner 

  6:30 pm Worship (a love offering for the WNC Baptist Campus 
    Ministry will be taken) 



 Ed Beddingfield to Speak in  

Worship, May 4th 

Our guest speaker for worship on May 4 is 

Ed Beddingfield, from First Baptist Church 

in Fayetteville, who will be talking about 

Baptist Retirement Homes and how we can 

help support our aging population.  He will 

also teach an adult joint Sunday School, at 

10am in the Activity Building.  

 

 

 

 

 

WMU Mission for May 

WMU Group 1 mission for May is to help 

stop hunger in Haiti by donating funds to 

help Rotary raise the money to purchase de-

hydrated food.  Then on August 23, WMU 

will participate in packing the food for ship-

ment to Pastor Leon at Haiti Outreach Min-

istries.  This is an important ministry that all 

members of the Church can be a part of, 

through giving and through hands-on partici-

pation.   WMU meets the first Tuesday of 

each month at the Church, 10:00.  All ladies 

are invited to join us for refreshments, fel-

lowship and a program about missions. 

 

 

 

 

Itôs a Boy! 

We welcome the birth of Jack Badger Bur-

rell, son of Cale & Casi Burrell, who was 

born on March 24, 2014.  Jackôs proud 

grandparents are Tommy and Sharon Burrell. 

Church Family Fun and Games with 

Cook-Out Scheduled May 18th 
  

We have an afternoon of fun planned for the 

entire church family on Sunday, May 

18th.  We will meet at Harmon Field at 3:00 

pm for games (including an adult wiffle ball 

game) and fun for all ages.  Some of the 

church's best-known chefs will be in charge 

of the cook-out, which will follow the game 

time.  The entire event will wrap up 

around 6:00 pm.  Make your plans now to 

bring your family for this afternoon of fun, 

fellowship, and food. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 

Coming Soon! 
 

Vacation Bible School for ages 4-grade 5, is 

scheduled for June 16-19, Monday-

Thursday, 5:30-8:30 pm.  The theme for this 

year is Workshop of Wonders: Imagine and 

Build with God (W.O.W.).  At W.O.W, we 

will help children experience how the ordi-

nary becomes extraordinary with God 

through dramas, crafts, games, activities, 

music, and hours of fun!  Please mark your 

calendar today and consider how you can be 

involved in this special week of learning and 

fun.  You can register for Vacation Bible 

School at http://2014.cokesburyvbs.com/

FirstBaptistChurchofTryon. 

http://2014.cokesburyvbs.com/FirstBaptistChurchofTryon
http://2014.cokesburyvbs.com/FirstBaptistChurchofTryon


 

EASTER ACTIVITIES AT FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
 

 
 

 

He is Risen! 

He is Risen Indeed! 
 

Our journey through Lent 

took us through a time of 

reflection and repentance, 

sorrow, and finally the 

joy of Easter morning.  

Some highlights were our 

Ash Wednesday service, 

an Easter egg hunt for the 

children at the Pleasants 

farm, Noonday prayer 

services, Maundy Thurs-

day communion, and a 

sunrise service in con-

junction with the Tryon 

Presbyterian Church, fol-

lowed by breakfast and a 

beautiful Easter Worship 

service. Let us celebrate 

the Risen Lord! 

 -photos by John Spinks and Diane Cothran 


